Sample letter to members of the Senate Budget Committee

Your address 

Your address
Date

Honorable ________________ 

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA  95814

SUBJECT:
Governor’s Budget Proposal to Divert Mental Health Services Act Funds to the State General Fund – OPPOSE

Dear Senator ________________:

I am writing to urge you to reject the Governor’s proposal to divert Mental Health Services Act funds to the state General Fund.

California voters already rejected an almost identical proposal in last year’s May 2009 special election (Proposition 1E), which was defeated by 66.5% of voters. The Governor’s proposal not only ignores voters’ recent declaration, but would ask them to double the funds raided from MHSA programs. 

Reducing effective community mental health investments will only result in state and local costs elsewhere. With significant reductions in State General Fund and mental health Realignment revenues, MHSA funding has become virtually the only source for providing community-based, non-institutional mental health services to adults with serious mental illness. MHSA programs are achieving the results voters wanted and avoiding costs in emergency medical care, long-term nursing home care, unemployment, state hospitals, juvenile justice, and jails and prisons.  

In Los Angeles, MHSA-funded programs have reduced homelessness and incarceration among their participants. As a resident of Los Angeles County, I care about helping people with mental disabilities in my community by providing them with the most effective treatment and support possible. As a resident of the State of California, I care about the disastrous consequences of this budget proposal.
At least half a billion dollars in federal Medicaid funds would be lost. By redirecting $452 million in MHSA funds to programs otherwise funded by the state, this proposal would substantially reduce the funds eligible to be used to draw down federal matching funds. Conservatively, at least $250 million in Federal Financial Participation (FFP) from Medicaid would be lost each year in FYs 2011-12 and 2012-13. Therefore, the real loss to statewide funding for mental health programs would be at least $700 million per year. 

Access to mental health assistance for returning Iraq and Afghanistan combat veterans would inevitably be curtailed, as would services for the increasing number of inmates being released from state prisons. Unlike children and adults with developmental disabilities, adults with mental illness do not have an entitlement to services; mental health services are provided to the extent resources are available. These vulnerable populations would only receive community mental health services to the extent further dwindling resources are available. 
The Governor’s additional federal trigger proposal would dismantle community mental health in California. In addition to the Governor’s proposal to divert $452 million away from MHSA programs for two years, he also proposes to divert another $847 million away from MHSA programs in FY 2010-11 if the state does not receive $6.9 billion in new federal funding. These proposals together, totaling $1.75 billion over two years, would completely decimate California’s community mental health system, which relies on MHSA funding to provide the most basic of community services for adults with serious mental illness. 

For these reasons, I strongly urge you to REJECT the Governor’s proposal to divert MHSA funds to the State General Fund.

Sincerely,

